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Preface

The Unlocking the Law series is an entirely new style of undergraduate law text-
book. Many student texts are very dense prose and have little in the way of interac-
tive materials to help a student feel his or her way through the course of study on
a given module.

The purpose of this series, then, is to try to make learning each subject area more
accessible by focusing on actual learning needs and by providing a range of differ-
ent supporting materials and features.

All topic areas are broken up into ‘bite-size” sections, with a logical progression
and extensive use of headings and numerous sub-headings. Each book in the series
will also contain a variety of charts, diagrams and key facts summaries to reinforce
the information in the body of the text. Diagrams and flow charts are particularly
useful because they can provide a quick and easy understanding of the key points,
especially when revising for examinations. Key facts charts not only provide a
quick visual guide through the subject but are useful for revision purposes also.

Note also that for all incidental references to ‘he’, ‘him’, ‘his’, we invoke the
Interpretation Act 1978 and its provisions that ‘he” includes ‘she’ etc.

Chapters 1-15 and 18-22 were written by Mark Ryan, and Chapters 16-17 were
written by Steve Foster.

The law is stated as we believe it to be on 1 January 2022. NB. At the time of
going to print, the Dissolution and Calling of Parliament Bill had become the
Dissolution and Calling of Parliament Act 2022. More significantly, in September
2022, the passing of Queen Elizabeth II led to the accession of Charles III as
monarch. Accordingly, in light of this, where appropriate references in this text
should now be read as the King in Parliament, His Majesty’s Government and His
Majesty’s Judges.

Mark Ryan
Steve Foster
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Guide to the book

definition

Find key legal
terminology at
a glance.

In the Unlocking the Law books all the essential elements that make up the law are
clearly defined to bring the law alive and make it memorable. In addition, the
books are enhanced with learning features to reinforce learning and test your
knowledge as you study. Follow this guide to make sure you get the most from
reading this book.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Defines what you will learn in each chapter.

SECTION

Highlights sections from Acts.

ARTICLE

Defines Articles of the EU Treaty or of the European
Convention on Human Rights or other Treaty. In
this text, this symbol also denotes an aspect of a
national constitution.

CLAUSE

Shows a Bill going through Parliament or a draft
Bill proposed by the Law Commission.

CASE EXAMPLE

Provides extracts from judgments on cases.




I QUOTATION

Indicates that you Encourages you to engage with primary sources.
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yourself further on

this topic using the

Key Questions and ACT IVITY

Answers SECHION OF  teeeerss ettt

000K % Enables you to test yourself as you progress
through the chapter.

KEY FACTS
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[ Student
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SUMMARY

Concludes each chapter to reinforce learning.
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