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app—it made it easy 
to study when you 
don't have your text-
book in front of you.”

- Jordan Cunningham,  
  Eastern Washington University
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Preface

Kontakte continues to offer a truly communicative approach that bolsters 
functional proficiency, supported by the full suite of digital tools available 
in Connect. This proven introductory German program maintains its 
commitment to meaningful communicative practice as well as extensive 
coverage of the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines and World-Readiness 
Standards for Learning Languages (5 C’s) as well as the NCSSFL-ACTFL 
Can-Do Statements: Proficiency Benchmarks. Thanks to extensive 
reviewer  feedback, the ninth edition includes substantial changes across 
the program that will enhance the user experience and bring the 
program solidly up to date. Here are the biggest changes you’ll want  
to know about:

• The vocabulary program in Kontakte has been completely overhauled 
based on word frequency studies, so that virtually all of the 1,000 most-
used German words are presented.

• More new vocabulary is introduced in readings than in previous  
editions.

• The entire program has been revised with an eye toward cultural 
inclusion and broader diversity across its representation of regional origin, 
religion, race, sexual orientation, and gender. 

• The number of readings has been expanded to include over seventy 
texts of various lengths, genres, and styles.

• New grammar topics present word formation patterns such as derivation 
and compounding.

• Roughly 80% of the characters have been renamed to reflect a new 
generation of young people of various backgrounds. 

• The grammar content of each chapter (Strukturen) has been relocated  
so that it now appears adjacent to the topical activities sections 
(Situationen)—no more flipping back and forth!

For a complete list of what’s new in the ninth edition, go to page xxv.

Communication in Meaningful Contexts
Throughout the Kontakte program, students have the opportunity to 
communicate in German in meaningful ways. Students read and listen to 
comprehensible German and are provided with ample opportunities to  
use it in interview, information-gap, role-play, autograph, writing, and other 
personalized activities that are theme-based, not grammar-driven. The video 
segments—Perspektiven and Interviews—were filmed specifically for 
Kontakte and feature interviews with a variety of speakers that allow 
students to hear authentic German in context. They provide models for 
talking about topics using authentic language, guiding students to 
communicate with one another.



In Connect, students can take advantage of brand-new synchronous and 
asynchronous voice tools to communicate with their classmates online. There 
are several activity types, including Rollenspiel, Interview, and Umfrage 
activities, that can take advantage of new voice tools. Recordable Video 
Chat, powered by GoReact, is a new way for students to practice live, 
synchronous communication, via a live chat tool that allows up to six 
students to have conversations and complete assignments. Instructors  
can provide personalized and on-the-spot feedback to the recorded student 
videos and choose from a wide variety of pre-built activities or create  
their own. The asynchronous option, Voice Board (also powered by 
GoReact), gives students the chance to post video, audio, or text remarks 
related to the topic and comment on their classmates’ posts. Both tools 
expand opportunities for students to connect and communicate in the  
target language.

A Solid Theoretical Foundation
Firmly grounded in second-language acquisition research, Kontakte also 
supports the World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages. As 
presented in the standards, the five C’s—Communication, Cultures, 
Connections, Comparisons, and Communities—provide a framework for  
what students should know and be able to do as a result of their  
language study.

Kontakte also integrates several modes of language, as described in the 
ACTFL Proficiency Descriptors. The activities, exercises, and tasks offer 
students a wide variety of opportunities for communication and interaction  
in interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational modes. For example,  
the many interviews in Kontakte reinforce the interpersonal mode of 
communication by requiring students to negotiate meaning. The diversity  
of readings, whether literary, cultural, or encyclopedic, requires students  
to interpret information within context and apply it to new contexts.

Vocabulary 
The ninth edition of Kontakte is based on a scientific, corpus-linguistic, 
frequency approach with respect to the selection, acquisition, and building 
of vocabulary. Based on an analysis of a contemporary corpus of 20 million 
words, the lists presented in the end-of-chapter vocabularies (called 
Wortschatz zum Lernen) represent around 2,000 of the 5,000 most 
frequently used German words. Furthermore, about 75% of the words in  
the end-of-chapter vocabularies belong to the top 2,000 frequent German 
words. They are called out in the chapter lists with an arrow (→). For 
vocabulary building, the most frequent patterns of word formation and 
derivation are presented in the numbered chapters, covering nouns,  
verbs, and adjectives. This helps students acquire them more readily  
when encountering them in texts. The vocabulary of texts in Kontakte  
has been optimized with regard to frequency and acquisition goals.  
The more frequent new words are presented in Miniwörterbuch lists  
to increase focus, while less frequent and non-cognate unfamiliar  
words are glossed in footnotes if important for overall text  
comprehension.
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Tools for Digital Success: Connect  
and LearnSmart
McGraw-Hill’s digital teaching and learning environment allows students  
to engage in their course material via the devices they use every day.  
In Connect, students have full access to the digitally enhanced eBook,  
the online Workbook / Laboratory Manual activities, LearnSmart®, and  
all of the accompanying audio and video resources, giving them  
the ability to interact with the materials (and one other) as often  
as they wish. For instructors, it’s never been easier to build and  
maintain a course, accessing and evaluating student performance along  
the way.

Connect: Leveraging the Best  
in Learning Science 
The digital tools available in the Connect platform facilitate student  
progress by providing extensive opportunities to practice and hone  
their developing skills. These include online communicative activities, instant 
feedback, peer-editing writing tools, sophisticated reporting, and a  
complete eBook with embedded audio and video. The Kontakte program 
also provides online tools to reduce the amount of time and energy that 
instructors need to invest in building and maintaining their courses. In the 
Assignment Builder, instructors can sort and assign activities based on 
parameters such as skill, grammar structure, vocabulary theme, activity  
type, the 5 C’s, and much more.

LearnSmart®: An Adaptive Teaching and  
Learning Experience 
McGraw-Hill’s LearnSmart® provides each student with a personalized  
and adaptive learning experience geared to individual needs. Using the 
latest research, each of the vocabulary items has been thoughtfully 
selected from a list of high-frequency words, guaranteeing that students 
will practice the words they need to become successful readers and 
speakers of German. As each student works through a series of probes 
that reinforce the vocabulary and grammar presented in each chapter, 
LearnSmart® identifies gaps in knowledge, continuously adapting to  
focus on those areas where the student needs the most help. Each  
student learns and masters core vocabulary and grammar at his or her  
own pace and comes to class better prepared to communicate in the 
target language.

Connect for Kontakte Ninth Edition now includes an eBook experience  
that allows students to watch videos and listen to audio directly within  
the eBook itself. In addition, the eBook is available in the ReadAnywhere  
app both online and offline. Visit mheducation.com/ReadAnywhere to  
learn more. 
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Remote Proctoring & Browser-Locking 
Capabilities

New remote proctoring and browser-locking capabilities, hosted by 
Proctorio within Connect, provide control of the assessment environment 
by enabling security options and verifying the identity of the student. 

Seamlessly integrated within Connect, these services allow instructors to 
control students’ assessment experience by restricting browser activity, 
recording students’ activity, and verifying students are doing their own 
work.

Instant and detailed reporting gives instructors an at-a-glance view of 
potential academic integrity concerns, thereby avoiding personal bias and 
supporting evidence-based claims.

For Instructors and Students
• Student Edition: Full-color textbook with activities, grammar explanations 

and exercises, and helpful appendices. Available in print and as a digital 
eBook with embedded audio and video in Connect. 

• Workbook / Laboratory Manual (Arbeitsbuch): This combined Workbook / 
Laboratory Manual contains both acquisition activities and practice 
exercises for use outside the classroom. The Answer Key at the end of 
the print Workbook / Laboratory Manual allows students to correct many 
of the activities themselves. The Workbook / Laboratory Manual activities 
and the related audio recordings are also accessible in Connect.

• Textbook Audio Program: This audio program contains selected 
dialogues, listening comprehension passages, pictorial narratives 
(Bildgeschichten), cultural readings (Kultur ... Landeskunde ... 
Informationen), poems, and a fairy tale from the text. These recordings 
are signaled by an earbuds icon next to relevant content and have been 
embedded in the eBook. The audio files are available in Connect as well 
as in the Online Learning Center at www.mhhe.com/kontakte9. 

• Workbook / Laboratory Manual Audio Program: This robust program 
contains pronunciation practice and listening comprehension texts, 
recorded dialogues, narratives, and other oral texts. As in the eighth 
edition, the audio is accessed directly in the online Workbook / 
Laboratory Manual in Connect. 

• Video Program: The Kontakte video program, consisting of the Perspektiven 
and Interviews segments, may be accessed in the eBook and within 
Connect. The Kontakte DVD is also available to instructors on demand. 

For Instructors 
• Annotated Instructor’s Edition: The print textbook contains margin notes 

and annotations with suggestions for using and expanding most of the 
Situationen in the program. It also offers the scripts for Bildgeschichte 
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narratives; additional cultural information; teaching hints for using 
readings, photos, and art; and tips on teaching selected grammar points.

• Online Instructor Resources: In addition to the printed Instructor’s Edition, 
there are also many instructor resources available in the Online Learning 
Center (OLC), accessible from Connect in the Instructor’s Resources 
section of the Library tab:
■ Instructor’s Manual: The Instructor’s Manual provides a guided walk-

through of a typical chapter, information on language teaching theory 
and practice, and hints and practical guidance for instructors. 

■ Testing Program with Audio: This program offers a variety of test 
components emphasizing pronunciation, listening, speaking, reading, 
writing, vocabulary, grammar, and culture. For the ninth edition, a 
second version of each chapter test has been developed. Available in 
pdf format, as a Word document, and now as online tests with audio in 
Connect, this program provides you with the flexibility to electronically 
modify or adapt the tests to suit the particular needs of your class. For 
users of the print tests, the listening comprehension passages are 
available in the Instructor’s Resources section of the OLC under the 
Library tab in Connect.

■ Audioscript: This is a transcript of all the material recorded for the 
Workbook / Laboratory Manual.

■ Guide to Gender-Neutral German: This is a short guide that describes 
recent developments and current trends in German-speaking countries 
with regard to gender-inclusive and gender-neutral language. It also 
describes the rationale for the approach taken to incorporating gender-
sensitive language in Kontakte.

■ Instructor Transition Guide: This is a chapter-by-chapter and topic-by-
topic overview of content changes from the eighth to the ninth edition.

New to This Edition
• High-Frequency Vocabulary: Common words that were missing from 

previous editions of Kontakte have been added and infrequent 
words removed. Three-fourths of all active vocabulary now comes  
from the top 2,000 most frequently used words in German-speaking 
countries.

• Strukturen now Interspersed throughout the Situationen: Each grammar 
subsection has been moved from its place at the end of the chapter to 
the relevant topical section within the chapter. The grammar segments 
retain their shaded background so that they are distinct from the topical 
activities.

• Readings: Developing reading proficiency has recently become a  
more prominent goal of foreign language programs. Each numbered 
chapter now has six readings: one Kunst und Kunstschaffende  
section (artist bio), one Musikszene (singer bio), one Filmlektüre  
(film synopsis), two KLI (culture readings), and one Lektüre (variety  
of genres).
■ The texts in the Kunst und Kunstschaffende, Musikszene, and 

Filmlektüre features have been revamped to be much more focused 
on reading and vocabulary acquisition, which meant the addition of a 
Miniwörterbuch for many of them.
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■ Two KLI culture readings are brand new: “Gefahren im Netz: Was 
junge Menschen beachten müssen” (Kap. 2) and “Geschlechtergerechte 
Sprache” (Kap. 12). All KLI readings have been updated, revamped, 
and/or revised with regard to vocabulary, and they have been turned 
into focused reading activities through the addition of pre-reading (Vor 
dem Lesen) and reading (Arbeit mit dem Text) questions.

■ Lektüre: All Lektüre readings have been updated and/or revised with 
regard to vocabulary; some have been moved to different chapters  
to better align with students’ reading proficiency; and three new 
readings have been added: an encyclopedic-style biography (“Marie 
Juchacz: Politikerin und Bürgerrechtlerin” Kap. 4), a news report  
(“10-Jähriger vom PKW erfasst” Kap. 11), and a ballad by Theodor 
Fontane (“Die Brück’ am Tay” Kap. 12). 

• Chapter-Opening Fine Art: Ten new artists are featured, representing 
more diverse art styles and including works by eight women, three 
Austrians, and one Swiss artist, representing Turkish and Roma 
backgrounds, among others.  

• Can-Do Statements: At the opening of each chapter, there is now a  
list of communicative abilities to set students’ expectations and allow 
students to identify and set learning goals for that chapter.

• Filmlektüre: Eight new films are featured, which are more diverse with 
regard to gender and origins of the directors and themes.

• Art and Photos: Drawings and photographs feature more ethnic and 
cultural diversity, as well as more diverse physical characteristics and 
abilities.

• Musikszene: Eleven of the fourteen songs are completely new, 
representing fresh new artists. Half the vocalists are women. More 
diverse ethnicities and cultures are represented.

• Modernized Names: Most of the recurring characters have new names. 
The Berkeley characters now use their real names instead of “adopted” 
German names. For example, Peter, Albert, and Nora are now Pedro, 
Miguel, and Meili. Other names have been modernized in order to reflect 
a new generation of young people of various backgrounds. 

• Gender: The laws surrounding gender inclusivity in language use in the 
public sphere have recently changed in Austria and Germany. Now, in 
addition to männlich (male) and weiblich (female), there is a third option 
people must be allowed to choose to identify with: divers (non-binary). 
Increasingly, official documents and applications include this third  
option, and job ads present a third, non-binary gender marker. In 
response to these developments, one reading passage per chapter  
in Kontakte (beginning with Kapitel 1) utilizes the Gendersternchen 
(“gender asterisk”) forms where appropriate; for example, instead of 
Einwohnerinnen und Einwohner (which includes only women and men), 
we read Einwohner*innen, where the asterisk is meant to indicate non-
binary inclusiveness. 

• Diversity: Kontakte Ninth Edition is more diverse, inclusive, and culturally 
sensitive in representations of origin, religion, ethnicity, race, sexual 
orientation, and gender. Several characters have new backgrounds: the 
Wagners’ children Yusuf (from Syria) and Elif (from Turkey) are adopted; 
Phan Nguyen has Vietnamese heritage; and Nesrin and Sofie are a 
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lesbian couple. A greater sensitivity to gender bias and other stereotypes 
is evident throughout the content. The ethnicities of some of the Berkeley 
characters (Pedro, Miguel, and Meili) are more firmly established with their 
new names. In addition, the Jewish and Muslim religions are more 
prominent.

• ReadAnywhere app: An eBook with embedded audio and video features 
the ReadAnywhere app. Our new ReadAnywhere app lets students 
access important course materials on their mobile device, both online  
and offline. ReadAnywhere includes the same functionality as the eBook 
offered in Connect with auto-sync across both platforms. Visit 
mheducation.com/ReadAnywhere to learn more.

• Recordable Video Chat, powered by GoReact, is a synchronous chat tool, 
now available in Connect. Students can now practice live, synchronous 
communication via a live chat tool that allows up to six students to  
have conversations and complete assignments. Instructors can provide 
personalized and on-the-spot feedback on the recorded student videos 
and choose from a wide variety of pre-built activities or create their own. 

• Voice Board, our new asynchronous voice tool, also powered by 
GoReact, gives students the chance to post video, audio, or text 
comments related to a given topic and respond to their classmates’  
posts. Both tools expand opportunities for students to connect and 
communicate in the target language.
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To the Student

Getting to Know the Characters
The people you will read and talk about in Kontakte appear in activities and 
exercises throughout the book. Some are American students, and others are 
from Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. First, there is a group of students 
learning German at the University of California at Berkeley. Although they all 
have different majors, they are all in Professor Karin Schulz’s German class. 
You will meet eight students in the class: Pedro, Heidi, Shannon, Meili, 
Miguel, Steve, Noah, and Kayla.

Pedro Heidi Professor 
Karin Schulz

Shannon

Miguel Steve Noah Kayla

In Göttingen, Germany, you will meet Phan Nguyen and her boyfriend, 
Daniel Baumann. You will also get to know Johannes Schmitz. He studies 
psychology in the United States, but spends a lot of time in Göttingen, 
where his mother lives. Johannes’s father, Ralf Schmitz, and stepmother, 
Aydan Candemir, live near Düsseldorf, Germany. Ralf and Aydan have twin 
daughters named Eske Schmitz and Damla Schmitz.

Phan Daniel Johannes

Ralf  
Schmitz

Meili

Aydan  
Candemir

Eske Damla
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You will also accompany an American student, Claire Martin, on her travels. 
Her best friends are Leon Bergmann and Julia Staiger from Regensburg. In 
Berlin, you will meet Sarah Abraham and Mert Yilmaz.

In Dresden, you will meet Sofie Pracht; her partner, Nesrin Durani, originally 
from Afghanistan; and their friend Lukas Pietsch.

In Munich, you will meet the Wagners and the Rufs. Emma and Benjamin 
Wagner have three children: Antonia, Elif (adopted from Turkey), and Yusuf 
(adopted from Syria). The children’s cousin Max Wagner often comes to visit. 
The Wagners’ neighbors are the Rufs: Jochen Ruf, a writer and stay-at-home 
dad, and Margret, a businesswoman. They have two children: Hannah  
and Phillip.

Claire Leon Julia Sarah Mert

Sofie LukasNesrin

die Familie Wagner

Antonia MaxEmma 
Elif

Benjamin Yusuf

die Familie Ruf

Phillip HannahMargret Jochen



There are others in the neighborhood as well, such as Herr Jörg Moser 
and Herr Alexander Fuchs, Frau Maike Gruber, Frau Judith Körner, Maria 
Schneider, and her boyfriend, Michael Pusch. In Austria, you will get to 
know Richard Steiner, who is 18 and has just graduated from high school.

In Switzerland, you will meet Kobe Okonkwo, his wife Veronika Frisch-
Okonkwo, and their three children, Lydia Frisch, Sumita Okonkwo, and 
Yamina Okonkwo.

Maria

Sumita Veronika Kobe Lydia Yamina

die Familie Okonkwo

We hope you will enjoy meeting these characters and learning more about 
their personalities, their daily lives, and the German-speaking regions they 
are from. Enjoy learning German and working with Kontakte!

Herr Jörg 
Moser

Frau Judith 
Körner

Herr Alexander 
Fuchs

Frau Maike 
Gruber

Michael Richard
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After completing Einführung A, you will be able to . . .

•	 understand instructions about classroom activities
•	 understand questions about yourself and your classmates with respect to clothing, 

belongings, and colors
•	 recognize and understand known words in authentic speech, such as songs
•	 understand most numbers from 1 to 100
•	 introduce yourself to someone and greet your peers
•	 respond to who, what, when, and where questions
•	 write words and phrases that you have learned
•	 identify some typical practices in German-speaking countries related to greetings, 

names, colors, and numbers

Strukturen

 1. Giving instructions: Polite commands

 2. What is your name? The verb heißen

 3. The German case system

 4. Grammatical gender: Nouns and  
pronouns

 5. Addressing people: Sie versus du  
or ihr

Themen

Bitten

Namen

Kleidung

Farben

Begrüßen und Verabschieden

Zahlen 

Kulturelles

Kunst: Dora Hitz (Mädchen im Mohnfeld) 

KLI: Vornamen

KLI: Farben als Symbole

Musikszene: „Lieblingsmensch“ (Namika)

KLI: So zählt man … So schreibt man …

Videoecke: Persönliche Informationen 

EINFÜHRUNG A
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KUNST UND KUNSTSCHAFFENDE
Dora Hitz (1856–1924) was a German painter who studied in Munich at the 
“Damenmalschule der Frau Staatsrat Weber,” an art school for young women, 
and also in Paris. Later she worked in Romania as the court painter to the  
Romanian royal family and in Berlin where she was a member of the “Verein 
Berliner Künstlerinnen und Kunstfreundinnen.” In 1894 she founded an art 
school for women. Later in life she fell into financial difficulties, became ill, and 
shunned social contact.

Sehen Sie das im Bild?1

 ja nein

1. einen Ball  

2. ein Mädchen2  

3. Blumen  

4. Autos  

5. die Farbe Gelb3  

6. die Farbe Grün4  

7. die Farbe Rot5  
1Sehen … Do you see that in the picture? 2girl 3yellow 4green 5red

Dora Hitz: Mädchen im Mohnfeld (1891), Museum der Bildenden Künste, Leipzig, Deutschland

Miniwörterbuch 
die Kunst art

der Künstler male artist

die Künstlerin female artist

der Verein club

die Blume,  
 plural Blumen

flower, flowers

die Farbe color

ak
g-

im
ag

es
/S

up
er

St
oc

k



4  EINFÜHRUNG A

Situationen
Bitten

Situation 1 Bitten1

 1. Geben Sie mir die Hausaufgabe! 5. Gehen Sie!
 2. Öffnen Sie das Buch! 6. Springen Sie!
 3. Schließen Sie das Buch!  7. Laufen Sie!
 4. Nehmen Sie einen Stift! 8. Schauen Sie an die Tafel!

schreiben Sie

Steve Meili Frau Schulz Miguel Heidi

hören Sie zu lesen Sie
stehen Sie auf

setzen Sie sich

Pedro

Hausaufgabe

a

e

b

f

c

g

d

h

1Requests
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Situation 2 Wer macht das?
Hören Sie zu und schreiben Sie die Zahlen unter die Bilder.

Miguel

a. 

e. 

b. 

f. 

a

c. 

g. 

d. 

h. 

In der Bibliothek
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Strukturen
1. Giving instructions: Polite commands

The instructions your instructor gives you in class consist of a verb, which 
ends in -en, and the pronoun Sie (you).* Like the English you, the German 
Sie can be used with one person (you) or with more than one (you [all]). In 
English instructions the pronoun you is normally understood but not said. In 
German, Sie is a necessary part of the sentence.

Stehen Sie bitte auf. Please stand up.
Nehmen Sie bitte das Buch. Please take the book.

With certain instructions, you will also hear the word sich (yourself ).†

Setzen Sie sich, bitte. Sit down, please.

Übung A. Im Kurs
Was sagt Frau Schulz zu den Studierenden?

Nehmen Sie einen Stift!
Sagen Sie „Guten Tag“!
Schauen Sie an die Tafel!
Schließen Sie das Buch!
Schreiben Sie „Tschüss“!
Öffnen Sie das Buch!
Hören Sie zu!
Geben Sie mir die Hausaufgabe!

1. Pedro 2. Heidi 3. Shannon  

Guten Tag

4. Meili 5. Miguel 6. Steve  

Tschüss

7. Noah 8. Kayla

*The pronoun Sie (you) is capitalized to distinguish it from another pronoun, sie (she; it; they).
†Sich is a reflexive pronoun; its use will be explained in Kapitel 11.

command form = verb + Sie
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Situationen
Namen 

—Wie heißt du?
—Heidi.
—Wie schreibt man das?
—H-E-I-D-I. Und wie heißt du?  Heidi und Steve

Buchstaben
Schreiben Sprechen Schreiben Sprechen

A a [a:] O o [o:]

Ä ä [ε:] Ö ö [ø:]

B b [be:] P p [pe:]

C c [tse:] Q q [ku:]

D d [de:] R r [εr]

E e [e:] S s [εs]

F f [εf] ß [εs'tsεt]

G g [ge:] T t [te:]

H h [ha:] U u [u:]

I i [i:] Ü ü [y:]

J j [jɔt] V v [fau]

K k [ka:] W w [ve:]

L l [εI] X x [ɪks]

M m [εm] Y y ['ʏpsilɔn]

N n [εn] Z z [tsεt]

    kultur … landeskunde … informationen

vornamen
Vor dem Lesen
Was sind häufige Vornamen in Ihrem Land für Personen über  
60 Jahre? für Personen um die 40? für Personen um die 20?  
für Neugeborene1?

Nach dem Lesen
 ■ Welche Vornamen gefallen Ihnen2?
 ■ Welche Vornamen gibt es auch in Ihrem Kurs?

1newborns 2gefallen … do you like 3most popular

DIE BELIEBTESTEN3 VORNAMEN IN DEUTSCHLAND 2017

Mädchen Jungen
 1. Marie 1. Maximilian

 2. Sophie/Sofie 2. Alexander

 3. Maria 3. Paul

 4. Sophia/Sofia 4. Elias

 5. Emilia 5. Ben

 6. Emma 6. Noah

 7. Hannah/Hanna  7. Leon

 8. Anna 8. Louis/Luis

 9. Mia  9. Jonas

 10. Luisa/Louisa 10. Felix

Source: Gesellschaft für deutsche Sprache.
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Situation 3 Wie heißt …?

 1. Wie heißt die Frau mit dem schwarzen Buch?
 2. Wie heißt der Mann mit dem Stift?
 3. Wie heißt die Frau an der Tafel?
 4. Wie heißt die Frau an der Tür?
 5. Wie heißt der Mann mit der Brille?
 6. Wie heißt der Mann mit dem Schnurrbart?
 7. Wie heißt die Frau mit dem Ball?
 8. Wie heißt der Mann mit dem langen Haar?

Situation 4 Interview: Wie schreibt man deinen Namen?
 modell: ein Student / eine Studentin mit Brille →
 s1: Wie heißt du?
 s2 (mit Brille): Mark.
 s1: Wie schreibt man das?
 s2: M-A-R-K.
 name

 1. ein Student / eine Studentin mit Brille 
 2. ein Student / eine Studentin in Jeans 
 3. ein Student / eine Studentin mit langem Haar 
 4. ein Student / eine Studentin mit einem Buch 
 5. ein Student / eine Studentin mit Ohrring3 
 6. ein Student / eine Studentin mit kurzem Haar 

Shannon

Tür
Professorin Karin Schulz

Schnurrbart
Brille

Noah Meili Heidi Miguel Steve Pedro

3earring
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Strukturen
2. What is your name? The verb heißen

Use a form of the verb heißen (to be called) to tell your name and to ask for 
the names of others.

Wie heißen Sie? / Wie heißt du?* What is your name?
Ich heiße … My name is . . .

3. The German case system
German speakers use a case system (nominative for the subject, accusative 
for the direct object, and so on) to indicate the function of a particular noun 
in a sentence. The article† or adjective that precedes the noun shows its 
case. You will learn the correct endings in future lessons. For now, be aware 
that you will hear and read articles and adjectives with a variety of endings. 
These various forms will not prevent you from understanding German. Here 
are all the possibilities.

der, das, die, dem, den, des the
ein, eine, einen, einem, einer, eines a, an
blau, blaue, blauer, blaues, blauen, blauem blue

In addition, definite articles may contract with some prepositions, just as do 
and not contract to don’t in English. At left are some common contractions 
you will hear and read.

Übung B. Minidialoge
Ergänzen Sie1 das Verb heißen: heiße, heißt, heißen.

1. yusuf: Hallo, wie a du?
 hannah: Ich b Hannah. Und du?
 yusuf: Ich c Yusuf.
2. herr moser: Guten Tag, wie a Sie bitte?
 herr fuchs: Ich b Fuchs, Alexander Fuchs.
3. claire: Hallo, ich a Claire und wie heißt ihr?
 julia: Ich b Julia und er c Leon.

heißen = to be called
Wie heißen Sie? (formal)
Wie heißt du? (informal)

Case shows how nouns function in a 
sentence.

in + das = ins into the
in + dem = im in the
zu + der = zur to the
zu + dem = zum to the
an + das = ans to/on the
an + dem = am to/at the

heißen (singular forms)
ich heiße my name is

du heißt your name is

Sie heißen your name is

er heißt his name is

sie heißt her name is

*The difference between Sie (formal) and du (informal) will be explained in Strukturen 5.
†Articles are words such as the, a, and an, which precede nouns.
1Ergänzen … Supply


